
WASCO COUNTY COURT 
REGULAR SESSION 

MAY2, 2007 

PRESENT: Dan Ericksen, County Judge 
Sherry Holliday, County Commissioner 
Bill Lennox, County Commissioner 
Kathy McBride, Administrative Assistant 

At 9:20 a.m. Judge Dan Ericksen called the meeting to order. 

Lee Curtis, Mid-Columbia Economic Development District (MCEDD) 
Executive Director, met with the Court regarding the Community Development 
Block Grant (CDBG) Program through the Oregon Economic and Community 
Development Department. 

Mrs. Curtis presented to the Court two handouts pertaining to the 
Community Development Block Grant Program. 

[[[Copies of the two handouts from Lee Curtis, Mid-Columbia 
Economic Development District Executive Director, are hereto attached and 
made a part of this record.]]] 

Mrs. Curtis informed the Court that one of the main functions of MCEDD is 
their Loan Program. Their Loan Program confers are empty. Over the last year 
they have loaned over $1.8 million, many of these loans have occurred within 
Wasco County. Mrs. Curtis would like to explore the opportunity for a 
Community Development Block Grant through Wasco County. The County 
would receive the money and would be responsible for the grant. Since the 
County does not have the capacity to administer the loan fund, MCEDD is 
considering establishing a 503 (C)(3) agency, which could administer the 
Revolving Loan Funds for Wasco County. The State would allow a separate 
agreement for administration if the agency had the 503 (C)(3) non-profit status. 

Mrs. Curtis stated that one of the purposes of a CDBG Grant is to serve 
low and moderate income groups. The people who get the loan would need to 
first look at low and moderate income people to fill the jobs. They would have to 
enter into a hiring agreement with the business to look at hiring people that meet 
the criteria. The non-profit would make all the financial decisions. A board could 
be set up to address the process; the County's responsibility would be very little. 

Mrs. Curtis stated that MCEDD is a regional entity. She would like to get 
some agreement with Hood River and Sherman Counties in order to loan money 
in their region. One job must be created for every $20,000 in loan funds. 



WASCO COUNTY COURT 
REGULAR SESSION 
MAY2, 2007 
PAGE2 

Mrs. Curtis pointed out that the loan repayment would go back to the 
eligible non-profit. The principal would stay in the fund; the interest would be 
available for the non-profit. As the fund builds the non-profit could use the funds 
for future matching funds. 

Mrs. Curtis noted that the only downside she can see would be if MCEDD 
would fail to make the loans within 24 months. The County would be required to 
give back the unspent loan monies to the State of Oregon. 

As to the required matching funds; Mrs. Curtis stated that she feels pretty 
comfortable that they have the match in hand. There is a June 30, 2007 
deadline. She has filed the paperwork for The Oregon Center, which is a new 
503 (C)(3) agency. This agency will not compete with local banks. 

Some discussion occurred. 

***It was the consensus of the County Court to have Mid-Columbia 
Economic Development District pursue a Community Development Block 
Grant Application for Economic Development Revolving Loan Funds 
through the Oregon Economic and Community Development 
Department***. 

At 9:43 a.m. Richard Murray visited with the Court regarding a building he 
constructed for a school bus stop. He received a permit from the County that the 
building can be there as long as it is maintained. Mr. Murray informed the Court 
that a neighbor, David Wilson, is threatening to remove the building. The 
neighbor is saying that he owns the road and he tells the kids to get off the road. 
Mr. Murray informed the Court that he deeded the road to the County; it is a 
public road. He could go through the process to have the road vacated; the road 
is actually an extension of Mr. Murray's driveway. 

At 9:50 a.m. Rick Eiesland, Wasco County Sheriff, Sam Wilkins, Oregon 
Department of Transportation, and Nolan Young, City of The Dalles Manager, 
discussed with the Court the possible closure of the rifle range located along 
Highway 30. 

Sheriff Eiesland presented to the Court a copy of a portion of ORS 
Chapter 166 and a copy of a map of the rifle range property located along 
Historical Highway 30. 

[[[A copy of the handouts from Sheriff Eiesland are hereto attached 
and made a part of this record.]]] 



WASCO COUNTY COURT 
REGULAR SESSION 
MAY2, 2007 
PAGE3 

Sheriff Eiesland noted that it is not illegal for someone to discharge a 
firearm in the Urban Growth Boundary (UGB) of the City of The Dalles. It is 
possible that the County could cite someone for disorderly conduct if they were to 
discharge a firearm in the UGB. 

Sam Wilkins, Oregon Department of Transportation, stated that the 
shooting range located along the Historical Highway 30 is becoming a problem 
for the City of The Dalles, the Columbia River Gorge Discovery Center and the 
historical Columbia River Highway. People are leaving more and more garbage. 
Mr. Wilkins reported that he has heard that vehicles have been hit by stray 
bullets. He has no documentation on that. He has considered installing fencing 
and barriers. Mr. Wilkins agrees that it is a nuisance. He is seeking the 
assistance from the County in helping the City and ODOT to declare this area as 
an illegal area for the discharge of firearms. The County Sheriff's Office and 
State Police could do a public campaign regarding the restrictions; ODOT would 
post signs. 

Nolan Young, City of The Dalles Manager, stated that we are aware that 
there is a shooting range out on 15 Mile. When signs are posted an alternative 
location could be noted. 

Mr. Wilkins stated that The Dalles Rifle and Pistol Club lease the pit site 
from John Fulton. 

Sheriff Eiesland stated that people could go out to the federal forest to 
shoot their rifles. 

Discussion occurred. 

Mr. Wilkins noted that if boulders are placed along the property they 
become a hazard to the traffic traveling along Highway 30. Guard rails would 
need to go through a scenic review permitting process. 

Mr. Wilkins stated that he has a letter from the President of the Columbia 
River Gorge Discovery Center, dated April27, 2007, asking ODOT to do 
something regarding the shooting range. 

Sheriff Eiesland requested that the Court consider adopting an Ordinance 
that would prohibit the discharge of a firearm within the Urban Growth Boundary 
and the shooting range located along Highway 30. 

Commissioner Lennox read a portion of ORS 166.171 (e) at this time. 

A lengthy discussion occurred. 
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The Court directed staff to pursue the adoption of an ordinance that 
prohibits the discharge of firearms at the ODOT pit (shooting range) and within 
the Urban Growth Boundary of the City of The Dalles. 

At 10:29 a.m. Karen LeBreton Coats, County Clerk/Budget Director, came 
in to discuss next year's budget with members of the County Court. The E-mail 
from Robert Martin, Wasco County Community Corrections Manager, dated 
April23, 2007 was discussed. 

[[[A copy of the E-mail from Robert Martin, Wasco County 
Community Corrections Manager, dated April 23, 2007 is hereto attached 
and made a part of this record.]]] 

At 10:31 a.m. Tyler Stone, Wasco County Employee & Administrative 
Services Director, presented to the Court the finalized health insurance rates for 
next fiscal year. 

[[[A copy of the finalized health insurance rates for Wasco County 
are hereto attached and made a part of this record.]]] 

Mrs. LeBreton Coats stated that she is not sure if the County will realize 
any savings in health insurance costs. 

Mrs. LeBreton Coats noted that the General Fund Unforeseen 
Contingency Account is now at $408,000; she initially proposed it at $400,000. 

The Court discussed how to address the possible reduction in SB 1145 
funding in an amount of over $46,000. 

At 10:51 a.m. Judge Ericksen discussed with Mrs. LeBreton Coats the 
conversation he had with the Wasco County Public Works Department this 
morning. The employees have asked if the Court could pass a gas tax, or a 
serial levy to help fund the Public Works Department. 

Mrs. LeBreton Coats informed the Court that the state is looking at 
conducting an election in September to address Measure 37. The deadline for a 
September election would be July. 

Judge Ericksen noted during the discussion that the Public Works 
Department has decided to extend the deadline for layoffs from June 30 to 
September 30, 2007. 
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At 11 :06 a.m. Mr. Stone presented to the Court a copy of the proposed 
layoff letter that will be given to some Public Work employees due to the loss in 
Federal Safety Net Payments. 

The letter was reviewed at this time. 

Judge Ericksen stated that our number one push should be an increase in 
the state wide gas tax. 

Mr. Stone discussed with the Court the lease terms with Mid-Columbia 
Center for Living as to building improvements. 

At 11 :30 a.m. the Court and Mr. Stone discussed the proposal from 
Cynthia Moss to provide contracted services at the Hunt RV Park in Tygh Valley. 

A lengthy discussion occurred. 

Mr. Stone expressed his concerns with the County contracting with 
Mrs. Moss. The County could make her an employee or co-manager, instead of 
entering into a Personal Services Contract. 

At 11 :4 7 a.m. Karen LeBreton Coats, Budget Director, came back in. She 
informed the Court that she received a call from Merle Keys, Wasco County 
Weed Inspector, regarding the loss of the contract with the Wasco County Public 
Works Department. He is wondering what he should do about the Weed & Pest 
Fund. 

Mrs. LeBreton Coats will tell Mr. Keys to discuss this matter with Dan 
Boldt, Wasco County Public Works Director. 

At 11:51 a.m. the Court returned to discussing the proposal from Cindy 
Moss. 

Kathy McBride, Administrative Assistant, informed the Court that the 
County Court has made a previous decision that the direct supervision of the 
Fairgrounds Caretaker falls under the Wasco County Employee & Administrative 
Services Director. 

Mr. Stone requested that the Court consider adopting a Resolution 
designating the fairgrounds and Hunt Park as a recreational area. It gives the 
County some immunity for potential litigation. 
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***It was the consensus of the County Court to pursue the hiring of 
Cynthia Moss as a part time seasonal employee at the Wasco County 
Fairgrounds and that the Fair Board be directed to come back with a 
proposal as to salary and benefits***. 

The Court recessed at 12:10 p.m. 

At 1 :06 p.m. the Court reconvened. 

The Court considered the approval of the Regular Session Consent 
Calendar of May 2, 2007. 

[[[A copy of the Regular Session Consent Calendar of May 2, 2007 is 
hereto attached and made a part of this record.]]] 

{{{Commissioner Holliday moved to approve the Regular Session 
Consent Calendar of May 2, 2007 as presented. Commissioner Lennox 
seconded the motion; it was then passed unanimously.}}} 

{{{Commissioner Holliday moved to approve the Communications 
Line Right of Way Easement on behalf of North-State Telephone Company. 
Commissioner Lennox seconded the motion; it was then passed 
unanimously.}}} 

At 1:16 p.m. Nolan Young, City of The Dalles, stopped in and realized that 
he mixed up the date for the meeting to discuss the County owned property 
located on West Tenth Street in The Dalles. 

The Court briefly discussed with Mr. Young the meeting that is scheduled 
on May 16 with Todd Cornett to discuss the interpretation of the County's Land 
Use and Development Ordinance as to wind energy facilities. 

The Court will be discussing with Mr. Cornett on May 7, whether to allow 
public testimony on May 16, 2007. 

At 1 :35 p.m. Scott McKay, Mid-Columbia Senior Center Director, stopped 
in to invite the Court to be a guest speaker at the Senior Center on May 8 to 
address the state of the County. 

The Court discussed miscellaneous items listed on the Discussion List of 
May 2, 2007. 

[[[A copy of the Discussion List of May 2, 2007 is hereto attached and 
made a part of this record.]]] 

i 
L 
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Item #1 - Commissioner Holliday will attend the Oregon State Library 
Board of Trustees meeting in The Dalles on June 21, 2007. 

Item #6 - Commissioner Lennox will contact Sheriff Rick Eiesland to see if 
someone from the Sheriff's Department could represent the County at the Forest 
Service's meeting on May 16, 2007. 

Item #8 -The County does not have the staffing or financial capability to 
take on any new improvements at the Pine Hollow Reservoir as requested by 
Andrea Jackson. 

Item #12 -The Court discussed the request from Michael CVox to utilize 
County owned property located in Murray's Addition. Staff was requested to 
contact the Oregon Department of Forestry, Insurance Agent of Record Mike 
Courtney, and the Wasco County Planning & Development Department 
regarding said request. 

At 2:01 p.m. the Court recessed in order to participate in a conference call 
with Senator Ron Wyden in regards to the Forest Health Safety-Net Payments. 

At 3:15p.m. the Court reconvened. 

Adam Bless, Oregon Department of Energy, met with the Court to discuss 
the Cascade Wind Project Application which has been filed with the Oregon 
Department of Energy. 

There were 1 0 people in attendance. 

Mr. Bless informed the Court that he is the Project Officer for the UPC 
Cascade Wind application. The application from Cascade Wind was received on 
April11, 2007. The application has been distributed to 25 different agencies. 

Mr. Bless discussed with the Court the role of the County in this process 
and the process that is being undertaken by the Oregon Department of Energy in 
considering the application from Cascade Wind. 

Mr. Bless noted that the state is required to appoint the local authority as a 
special advisor. The state has appointed the Wasco County Court as a Special 
Advisory Group. He noted this can mean as much as the County makes of it. 

! 

[_ 
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Mr. Bless is requesting that the County provide the Oregon Department of 
Energy with applicable substantive criteria under the County's Land Use and 
Development Ordinance. A letter has been sent making this request. The state 
would like this information back by May 25, 2007 due to statutory guidelines 
which need to be met. 

Mr. Bless stated that the Department has the authority to enter into an 
Agreement with the County to cover some of the costs associated with providing 
the Oregon Department of Energy information pertaining to the local regulations. 

Mr. Bless requested that the County Court provide the Oregon 
Department of Energy with any comments in regards to the proposed Agreement 
with the state. 

Mr. Bless noted that the local government has two areas of input; land use 
and social economic standards. The local government can be as involved as 
they choose. The state prefers that the local government be involved. 

Some discussion occurred. 

Todd Cornett, Wasco County Planning & Development Director, requested 
that Adam Bless briefly run through the process from beginning to end and to 
note the areas where the County is involved versus the public. 

At this time Mr. Bless explained the entire review process that will be 
undertaken for the Cascade Wind application. He noted that tonight's meeting is 
their scoping meeting. They want to learn what the concerns are. 

Further discussion occurred. 

Mr. Cornett informed Mr. Bless that the County Court will discuss the 
substantive criteria at the Court's meeting of May 16. Anything that is not clear, 
an objective interpretation will need to be made. 

Mr. Bless stated that he feels the heaviest contribution from the County to 
the process will be at the front end. 

Mr. Bless was informed by Judge Ericksen that the County plans to 
participate in this process. 

The Court and Mr. Cornett briefly discussed other County Departments or 
local agencies which may be impacted by this application and who should be 
notified of the filed application from Cascade Wind. 
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At 4:04 p.m. the Court returned to discussing miscellaneous items. 

{{{Commissioner Holliday moved to approve the Resolution in the 
matter of accepting and appropriating unanticipated Child Abuse Summit 
Grant Funding during Fiscal Year 2007-2008. Commissioner Lennox 
seconded the motion; it was then passed unanimously.}}} 

Kathy McBride, Administrative Assistant, informed the Court of the 
activities planned on May 11 to recognize Children's Mental Health Day. The 
activities are being organized by Dawn Sallee Justesen, Mid-Columbia Center for 
Living. 

The Court considered the naming of the two Courthouse Basement 
Meeting Rooms. An E-mail will be sent to all Courthouse employees asking 
them to provide us with their preference on the naming of the basement meeting 
rooms from the following categories: Trees -Tamarack & Juniper; Gathering 
Places - Amaton & Celilo; and Rivers - Columbia & Deschutes. 

The Court signed: 

- Allocation Certification Agreement Maintenance Assistance Program (MAP) 
2007/08 between the Oregon Marine Board and Wasco County Court. 
-Lease Agreement between Tom & Sydney Olson and Wasco County. 
- Grant of Easement between Janice Wilson and Wasco County. 
-Intergovernmental Agreement between Wasco County Commission on Children 
& Families and Wasco/Sherman Public Health Department. 
- Business Associate Contract for Nursing Services between Wasco Sherman 
Health Department and Dufur School District #29. 
-Intergovernmental Agreement between Oregon Department of Transportation 
and Wasco County. 
- Communications Line Right of Way Easement between Wasco County and 
North-State Telephone Company. 
- Resolution in the matter of accepting and appropriating unanticipated Child 
Abuse Summit Grant Funding during Fiscal Year 2007-2008. 
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The Court adjourned at 4:30 p.m. 

WASCO COUNTY COURT 

ioner 

Bill Lennox, County Commissioner 

I 
' 
I 
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CONSENT CALENDAR 

1. Allocation Certification Agreement Maintenance Assistance Program 
(MAP) 2007/08 between the Oregon Marine Board and Wasco County 
Court. 

2. Lease Agreement between Tom & Sydney Olson and Wasco County. 

3. Grant of Easement between Janice Wilson and Wasco County. 

4. Intergovernmental Agreement between Wasco County Commission on 
Children & Families and Wasco/Sherman Public Health Department. 

5. Business Associate Contract for Nursing Services between Wasco 
Sherman Health Department and Dufur School District #29. 

6. Intergovernmental Agreement between Oregon Department of 
Transportation and Wasco County. 
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WASCO COUNTY COURT 
REGULAR SESSION 

May2, 2007 

DISCUSSION LIST 

1. Designation of Court member to attend the Oregon State Library Board of 
Trustees meeting in The Dalles on June 21, 2007. 

2. Discussion on public hours for the Office of the County Court. 

3. Naming of basement meeting rooms. 

4. Discussion on renewable energy; formation of County committee. 

5. Request from Mid-State Consultants, Inc. on behalf of North-State Telephone 
Co. for a Communications Line Right Of Way Easement on property owned by 
Wasco County in Sportsmans Paradise North Subdivision. 

6. Discussion on telephone call from Gary Larsen, US Forest Service, regarding 
meeting on May 16, 2007 with Forest Service Leadership and primary 
recreational users of Mount Hood. 

7. Request from Dawn Sallee Justesen for the County Court to participate in a 
school activity later in the week for observation of the County's Proclamation 
proclaiming May 81h as Children's Mental Health Day. 

8. Consideration of the request from Andrea Jackson for the County to apply for a 
Community Development Block Grant to build an ADA Ramp and Dock at Pine 
Hollow. 

9. Request from Dawn Sallee Justesen for the County Court to participate in a 
student activity this week at a local school to recognize Children's Mental Health 
Day on May 8, 2007. 

10. Discussion on the request from Tim Lynn to extend the Intergovernmental 
Agreement with the Oregon Department of Consumer & Business Services for 
the LOIS System. 

11. Request from Lee Curtis, MCEDD, regarding a Community Development Block 
Grant Application for an Economic Development Revolving Loan Fund. 

12. Request from Michael CVox to utilize County owned property located in Murrays 
Addition. 

13. Motion to accept and appropriate unanticipated Child Abuse Summit Grant 
Funds from the State of Oregon in the amount of $4,249 to the Commission on 
Children & Families Fund. 
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HIGH PRIORITY: 

1. Establishment of policy for outgoing Elected Officials; the last day of pay is the 
last day of December prior to term expiration. 

2. Discussion on timeline to approve Intergovernmental Agreements with Libraries 
and OSU Extension Service. 

3. Discussion on the Settlement Agreement Form proposed to be used by the 
Sheriff's Department. 

4. Appointment of an individual to the Mt Hood Economic Alliance to replace 
Sal Sahme. 

5. Consideration of the request from Kay Tenold, Wasco County Fair Board, 
seeking assistance from the County, dated April 11, 2006. 

6. Appointment of the Wasco County Wildfire Coordinator. 

7. Establishment of the Wasco County Wildfire Steering Committee. 

8. Discussion on Wildfire Mitigation Strategies listed in the Wasco County 
Community Wildfire Plan. 

9. Update of the Wasco County Ambulance Service Area Plan. 

MEDIUM PRIORITY: 

1. Discussion on farmable land in Wasco County. 

2. Discussion on the establishment of System Development Charges. 

LOW PRIORITY: 

1. Employee Recognition for Process Improvement. 

ON HOLD TEMPORARIAL Y: 

1. Posting packets on the website. 

2. ·Discussion on the possible reorder of the Sesquicentennial Flag for Wasco 
County, Oregon. (As per Fred, the cost will be $94.62 per flag for a 
minimum order of 12. The price will be higher for a flag order of 6 to 11 flags.) 

3. Location for Catlink. (Will review use of old Public Works Building in September, 
2006.) 

4. Request from Merle Davis to lease property owned by Wasco County which 
is located near the Tygh Valley Cemetery and the request to rezone said 
property to allow a Recreatipnal Vehicle Park. (Will reconsider in April, 2007.) 
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5. Email from Heidi Stanphill, Hood River County, dated November 2, 2005 in 
regards to the NACo Prescription Drug Program. (Referred to Robb Van Cleave 
to look into the County joining the program.) 

6. Storage request from the Wasco County-The Dalles Museum Commission. 
(On hold until after the Court conducts a walk through of County facilities.) 

7. Request from the Wasco County Fair Board for a surplus computer. 
(Referred to Randy by Judge Ericksen, 08/05.) 

INFORMATION ONLY: 
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